Explore Butler County

The following fun patch, created by Trefoil Girl Scout Troop 20534, can be earned by youths 9 through 18. The
requirements are easily adjustable for the different age ranges and would be a great family activity or a fun chal-
lenge for groups like Boy Scouts, 4-H, Future Farmers of America or even a school class. Visitors to Butler
County would also find earning the fun patch a great way discover the county, following a trail blazed by four girls
from Mars. Girl Scouts participating, Juniors through Ambassador scouts, should check the Girl Scout Safety
Activity Checkpoints before participating in high-risk activities.

When wanting to experience a different culture or
visit a famous site, one often thinks of traveling to a far-
away place. The goal of this fun patch is to convey the
rich culture and exciting activities for all ages that are
in our own backyard. Butler County has abundant op-
portunities for everyone to experience museums, festi-
vals, nature, art, culture, and unique stores all nearby.
Take a step back, and examine the unforgettable aspects
that make up our local area.

To complete this patch you have to do the required
items: two Skill Builders and one Service Project from
each category, and one from the Technology category.

History

Butler County is an area filled with a rich past. The
county was named after Gen. Richard Butler, an officer
in the Revolutionary War. It is the birthplace of the
Jeep, ignited the oil boom, and was the site of speeches
made by President John F. Kennedy and Vice-President
Dick Cheney. A step back in time introduces us to
Massey Harbison, a notable Butler heroine, who was
kidnapped by Native Americans, along with her chil-
dren, and managed a daring escape. Our county’s history
is both exciting and interesting.

Skill Builder

* Make a map of Butler Country including important
places. Add on as you continue exploring Butler County.
(Required)*

Visit the Butler Country Historical Society Museum
and one other historical site like the Lowrie Shaw
House, Little Red School House, Cooper Cabin or the
Harmony Museum.

Go to one of the nine libraries in the Butler County
Federated Library System and research important fig-
ures from Butler County’s history like John Roebling, a
civil engineer who designed the wire-rope suspension
bridge in Brooklyn, and Abe Abraham, known as the
Ghost of Bataan.

Attend The Night of the Living Dead Festival or visit
Evan’s City where the movie was filmed.

Look in the Butler Eagle, Butler County’s newspaper,
for tips on activities to do. Clip articles, advertisements,
and event notices on what interests you.

Learn about Butler County’s agricultural industry by
visiting a farm market or taking a tour sponsored by the
Butler County Food and Agriculture Council.

Service Projects

Volunteer to help at a historical site.

Share your knowledge obtained during this section
with your organization.

Help out at the new Jeep Heritage Festival being
sponsored by the Butler County Tourism Bureau.

THE EXPLORING BUTLER COUNTY PATCH can be
purchased upon completion of the requirements from the
Girl Scouts for $2 plus shipping. Please visit
www.gswpa.org for ordering information.

Recreation

Butler County offers a wide variety of recreational ac-
tivities. Moraine State Park, Jennings Environmental
Education Center, and the trails at Succop Conservancy
provide fun and exciting experiences within a short
drive.

Skill Builder

Attend a nature program at Jennings Environmental
Education Center and visit the historic prairie.

Hike at Moraine State Park, part of the North Country
Trail, or at Succop Conservancy, and identify wildlife.
Find and explore the George Washington Trail.

Visit a local pool like Alameda Park Pool and try the
slide or test out the skate park in Butler.

Bike on the Rails to Trails, starting in Freeport, or the
trail at Moraine State Park, while observing proper
safety habits.

Go bowling and play laser tag at places like Family
Bowlaway Fun Center, or ride race cars and bumper
boats at Fun Fore All or Erasers.

During the winter, go skiing, snowboarding, ice-fish-
ing, or shoe-snowing in Butler County.

Service Projects

Make posters promoting your favorite recreational ac-
tivity and advertise them in places like your local li-
brary, church, or online.

Pick up litter on a bike or hiking trail in your area.



